Citation Generators

NOTE: You may not have access to some of the
example sites shown in this presentation. Just ignore
the ones that do not apply to you; use the ones that
can help.



It’s just possible creating a list of works cited (MLA) or a list of references (APA) is one of
the things students dread most when writing academic essays. But there’s help. If a task
like citing sources must be done in the same way over and over and over, a computer can
be used to do much of the drudgery. Citation generators are one of the ways in which
computers lighten the burden, but they do NOT relieve students of knowing how to make
corrections.



Citation generators use algorithms to construct a citation according to the style guide
required. If the correct type of source is selected and the correct information entered, a CG
will draft a citation for you. It will put the elements in the correct order and punctuate
them correctly. It will even put them in the correct order if multiple sources are cited at
one time. That not only saves time, it improves the quality of the citations.
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It’s getting so that citations are creatable in a variety of ways. If you're using Microsoft
Word, you can use its embedded CG. There are web based CGs like bibme, EasyBib, and
Son of Citation Machine. And many of the subscription services provided by colleges ...
such as EBSCOhost, ProQuest, CQ Researcher, and Gale... have built in citation generators.

CAUTION: No citation generator is 100% perfect. The writer is responsible for making any
corrections needed to conform to the required style.
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Some word-processing applications are including citation generators now. These tend to be
the least sophisticated and most prone to errors, so if you use one be sure you understand
the elements of citation and make the necessary corrections.

Here’s how to use Microsoft Word’s citation generator.
Click on References tab.

Select MLA Seventh Edition from drop-down Style list.
Click on Bibliography and select Works Cited.

Click on Insert Bibliography.

To add sources to the list of works cited, while in the References section:

Click on Insert Citation and choose new.

Select the Type of Source from the drop down list (options are limited)I

Fill in the blanks. You must enter data correctly. Word will not make corrections.
Click OK.

Once you have created the list of works cited it’s essential you review it for accuracy and
conformance to MLA standards.
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Bibme is very easy to use. One selects a source from the tabs at the top of the screen.
Then, enter a book’s ISBN or title or a web site’s URL, and bibme will attempt to fill in the
information for you. If it’s unable to do so, it offers to let you manually enter information.
Even the auto-fill option may need additional information manually entered. When you
click Add to My Bibliography, a citation is drafted, and you’ll have a chance to select the
style you want the citation to be. The default is MLA, but other styles can be selected from
the drop-down format list.



Bkt Web BIFEIS. 1 itiog g Srp OOV eR | datectet |V R
Joumal Database All 58 options. Eris LR ot e 0 e b s vk

Source not evalusted Evaluste =

MLA Chicago/Turabian
aea Ploase confirm or modify the information below!
a

p—

Ancmite | Presoent sy Caes Cats b End o

Seaxhioryow ook ggrgraoTos 000 :‘ p— —
et S s s 8 e e — L =
I

Please confirm or medify the information below! [P —
Voo ot v da frem ot semr e, s bl chech.
Ortnn e ko
e Weosts  Oumssuue  Omer isbost) e =

C8ng. e unsie bosk

comtton pumor—« [faman | Jikcat s
o

O

+ 80 amctet contrtntss
e psscton ooy
Source e:

Advanced nko.
W Eme S

[ ey (e r—
= & =
revpe=s

EasyBib works just about like bibme. Notice it offers “All 58 options”. That gives you a
chance to select just the right type of source, and that may give you a more accurate
citation. One big difference with EasyBib is that MLA is free but you’ll have to pay if you
want any other style.
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Son of Citation Machine is a bit different. You would select the style, then the type of
source. Once that’s done, the CG offers a page with fill-in-the-blank spots to help you
create a citation. Notice that it gives you hints about how to format the information you
put in each box. When using this CG, you are more responsible for entering data.
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APA Style

Katel, P. (2009, June 12). Legalizi ij QR cher, 19,
525-548. Retrieved from http://library.cqpress.com
/cqresearcher/

MLA Style
Katel, Peter. "Legalizing Marijuana.” CQ Researcher 12 June 2009:
525-48. Web. 2 Sept. 2011.

One of the best ways to get citations done is to use the features now part of most
subscription services. This example is for CQ Researcher.

Once a report has been opened, there is a CiteNow! Button at the top of the page. Click on
that, then on MLA Style, and voila! a citation is created for you. Notice in the example
above how the default APA style is changed when MLA is selected. Not only are the
elements put in the correct order, but the differences in style requirements for author
names and capitalization and punctuation are accommodated. Just copy/paste the correct
citation right into your document.
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MNOTE: Review the instructions at EBSCO Support Stte and make any necessary corrections before using.
Pay special attention to personal names, capitalzation, and dates. Always consult your library resources for
the exact formatting and punctuation guidelines.

Harvard  References

Doherty, B 2011, ‘Just a Matter of When?', Reason, 42, 9, pp. 3239,
Academic Search Premier, EBSCO/0st, viewed 2 September 2011.

‘HLA ‘Works Cted

(Moden Language  Doherty, Brian. "Just 3 Matter of When?." Reason 42.9 (2011): 32-39.
AssoC.)  Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. Web. 2 Sept. 2011.

Vancouver/ICMIE  References
Doherty B. Just a Matter of When?. Reason [seral on the Internat].

Export to ProCite, Reference Manager, Refllorks, BbTeX, etr.) »

If you’re using EBSCOhost, the Cite button will be on the right margin of the window when
you’re viewing a document. Click on it, scroll down to the correct citation type and
copy/paste it into your document.
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Copy and paste the citation into your document.

Works Cited
“Tiring of the Drug War.” The Economist (Online) Nov 13 2009: n/a. ProQuest. Web. 2 Sep. 2011
/86 i 2>,

Note: Consult Refworks style guidelines to check the accuracy and completeness of your atation. Powered by
Refworks

If you're using ProQuest, the Cite button will be at the top of the page on the left. When
you click on it, you need to select the correct citation style and then click Change. You will
then be able to copy/paste the citation into your document.



Common CG Errors
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» Wrong citation style

2 Capitalization of titles
<2 Placement of publication date
: Use of italics

2 Author order

Citation generators are valuable time savers, but NONE of them is PERFECT. So, use one
you like to draft a list of citations, but then do the necessary editing to make certain the
citations are in exactly correct format. Here are the most common errors that come up
with generated citations:

Not selecting the correct citation style. Sometimes you must select the citation
style before you start; in other cases, it is chosen after the info has been typed in.
Choosing the correct style will make your citations closest to form.

Capitalization of titles. MLA requires that all significant words in a title be
capitalized. APA format requires that the first word, proper nouns, acronyms, and
the first word after a colon be the only capitalized words in a book, an article or a
chapter title. Some CGs capitalize all letters; some capitalize the wrong ones.

Placement of publication date. This is less of a problem if the style is MLA. But if
you’re doing APA citations, and a source has no author, a citation generator may
place the publication date before the title. That must be changed. The publication
date should never be the first element of ANY citation.

Italics. Book titles and their subtitles are italicized. Periodical titles are italicized.
Titles of articles are not italicized.

Author order. Authors must be listed in the order they appear. If there are multiple
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authors for a text, list them in the order they appear; do not put the author names in
alphabetical order when entering information in a CG.

The list of works cited or references should be in alphabetical order by author. If
there is no author, then the first word of the title of the article is used -- except if it is
A, An, or The. In that case, the second word of the title is used.
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There’s one other error that happens frequently with CGs that auto-fill, especially web
pages being cited. They tend to pick up extraneous information or incorrect titles. This is
due to the information embedded in the web page.

Take a look at the examples on this slide. The top version is what comes straight from the
bibme citation generator. The second comes straight from EasyBib. The EasyBib version is

more correct, but both need to be edited.

The corrected version is shown at the bottom.
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